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Jay Higgins
Linebacker

Ondefensive back Cooper DeJean’spunt returnfor a touchdown:
“Any time number three gets the ball, | just look to the end zone. He is a special guy. You don’t want to see
him in space. Coop in space equals good for the Hawkeyes.”

On completing the comeback:
“| just felt like we learned a lot about our team today. This was our first time being down to an opponent and
coming back.| felt like we did a great job staying together through the ups and downs of the game. We did a
great job, both sides [of the ball], just trying to solve the problem.”

Onhow the crowdaffectedthe game:
“It is our job to make sure we get a third and long at Kinnick. If you can get a team third and long at Kinnick, in
the end zone, honestly, it will be really hard for them to convert. The communication the offense has to go
with when you can’t hear the guy next to you, it is hard to play football.”

Onbouncing back:
“It was good for us to get back on our feet this week.| felt like we did a great job communicating. Guys were
aligned right. | feel like we did a great job trying to eliminate the big plays. They hada lot of gadgets and
reverses. | think they reversed it twice. Quinn Schulte made a veteran play. It was just good for us to get out
there and compete together asa team...

“It was good for the team. Good for the locker room. It was good to get back on our feet. It allows usto go
into next week with momentum.”

Onthe defensemakingfourth quarter stands:
“It iswhat you dream for asa linebacker. Going out there, tie game, knowing you have got to get off the field.
Going back out there knowing that they can’t score again. If you come to lowa asa defensive player, that is
why you are coming to lowa, for moments like that. Coach Feretnz puts us in that situation because he trusts
”US.

Associate Athletics Director,Communications: MattWeitzel Associate Director: James Allan
Assistant Directors: Sam Basler, Leandra Jew, HannahOssman, BaileyTurner, Traci Wagner
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Cooper DeJean
Defensive Back

Onplaying the full 60minutes:
“It’s a four quarter game. We might not have played our best in the first half, but we came out and kept
fighting in that second half. Things really started to go our way.”

Onhis 70-yardpunt returnfor a touchdown:
“Credit to the guys up front doing their job. | don’t know if the punt was supposed to be in that location, but
when| looked up, there was a lot of green in front of me. The guys did agreat job blocking downfield for me.
It ismy job to read the blocks and try and put it in the end zone. We studied and saw some things based on
what their formations were and where we thought the punts were supposed to go. When | caught it where |
was, | knew | had a chance. | knew there was a chance for at least agood 15 to 20 yards.”

Onhis interception in the endzone:
“| got adouble move on my side and the ball wasa little overthrown. The key was tracking it and getting a foot
down. That entire drive right there was about the guys clawing and keeping them out of the end zone. We
kept fighting.”

AssociateAthletics Director,Communications: MattWeitzel Associate Director: James Allan
Assistant Directors: Sam Basler, Leandra Jew, HannahOssman, BaileyTurner, Traci Wagner
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Deacon Hill
Quarterback

Onstepping up following quarterback CadeMcNamara’s injury:
“It was pretty surreal. Espically a night game at Kinnick, that’s what dreams are made of. It was a lifetime
experience that I l l never forget. The best part was beingwith my team. | couldn’t have done it without Erick
and the offensive line.”

Onhisperformance:
“| thought | played alright. Obviously, there are some things | can work on, and we'll look at that tomorrow. |
amjust going to focus on beingwith my team tonight, and we’ll go over it all tomorrow.”

On overcoming adversity:
“| believe it just speaks to the resilience of this team. It just goes to show the mentality this team has.That’s
O n e thing about us: we’re a very tough team. We neverstop fighting until the last second.”

OnadvicefromMcNamera on the sidelines:
“He told me to just do your job, play football and keep doing what you’re doing. Obviously, it is very nice to
have him down there. | have learned a lot from him in the past half of a year that we have been together. |
think everyone knows how much he means to this team. He is a tremendous player and a tremendous athlete.
| know he’s happy for this team, because he isa team player.”

Onpracticing with the starting unit throughout the offseason:
“It helped a lot, being able to build that chemistry with the recievers and the offensive line. These past couple
of weeks, | haven’t been with the ones every time, but | got out there today. | told them I’mgoing to lean on
you guys, and we are all gonna lean on each other.”

Onthe last time hesaw significant playing time:
“In 2021, my senior year. | played three games during COVID, and sodefinetly being ou t there tonight meant a
lot, espically under these lights and in this stadium.”

Ondefensive back Cooper DeJean’spun t returnfor a touchdown:
“| was Standing on the sideline screaming ‘run, Coop, run!’ Then, he takes off and those two guys missed him,
and my eyes go t wider, and then he breaks through and | was running down the sideline going nuts. Well, the
whole sideline was. It was great.”

AssociateAthletics Director,Communications: MattWeitzel Associate Director: James Allan
Assistant Directors: Sam Basler, Leandra Jew, HannahOssman, BaileyTurner, Traci Wagner
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Deacon Hill
Quarterback
(Cont.)

Ontight endErickAll:
“Erick is one of those guys that is friends with every guy in the locker room. He is very outgoing. He is a great
guy. Throwing the ball to him in practice helps, and we’ve started to build a connection. You know,when you
have a 6’5, 200-something-pound tight end who is an athletic freak, you’re probably going to throw the ball to
him.”

Onwhether he expects to start next week:
“I’m not worried about that. That is going to be the coaches’ decision. | amjust going to keep working on
myself, and what | can control and what | can do to be better for this team. Whatever this team needs me to
be iswhat I'll be.”
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ErickAll
Tight End

Onnabbing three catches in one drive:
“The first play, |got some open space. My focus was on getting out clean on my release off the run. The rest
was the throw, and then | had to catch and run.When | caught it | turned and thought, ‘wow’, it was nothing
but green grass. The second play was play action. | was focusing on selling the run. They all bit, and my route
was to get out on a corner. | ran straight to the spot, and Deacwas ready to throw it. The third play was the
touchdown. | couldn’t believe that | scored. At first, | thought | was stuck, but then the blockers came. | hit the
hole and stayed on my feet. | had to secure the ball and saw the goal line and reached it out over the line.”

On quarterback CadeMcNamara:
“It was strange because, for as long as I’ve been in college, Cade has been throwing the ball to me. It was
weird at first to look back and see Deac throwing me the ball, but a ball isa ball. It comes right here, you’re
going to catch it. But | caught Cade in the training room coming back from half time. | just loved on him and
told him | have his back, that | was praying for him, told him to keep his head up and to keep fighting.”

On chemistry with quarterback Deacon Hill:
“It took usa little time to get the real chemistry going. The quarterbacks have to get used to the speed and the
wide receivers. They have to know where the receivers like to catch the ball.We struggleda little bit in camp
but things really started clicking and Deacon definitely grewa lot. It really showed out there today.”
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